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15 Claims 12, 19-20, and 33-34 are allowed. 

16 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

invent w«,de*„b^.p.^ 
( S L, before .he taventa toot by ^ ^ ^ ot Mb £ brf „ re invenuon 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), ana w oi 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1, 4, 21, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Qian et. al. (6,136,21 1) as applied in paragraph .9 of the previous office action. 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 



17. 



18. 



rejections set forth in this Office action: 
(a)A patent m a y notbeob^^^ 

section 102 of tlus title, if the differences be ween the (he was mad e to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. 

W . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly ownC at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was no, commonly owne, at the time a later invention was 
mad e in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103O and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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20. Claims 2-3, 6-1 1, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Qian et. al. as applied in paragraph 22 of the previous office action. 

21. Applicant's arguments filed 2-12-03' have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues the following points regarding the examiner's rejection of their claimed 
subject matter. 

-The prior art cannot be used to reject applicant's claims under 102 e since it fails to 
disclose all of the features which are claimed by the applicant.; and 
-The prior art cannot be used to reject applicant's claims under 103. 
The examiner must disagree. 

-The examiner has adequately explained in his previous rejection of applicant's claimed 
subject matter how applicant's claimed invention is either anticipated or obvious over 
Qian et. al. The examiner reaffirms his pervious description of this reference.; 
-Since Qian et. al. employs all of the same materials (i.e.-substrates to be etched, etch 
gases) as those which are claimed by the applicant, the same etch results as those which 
are claimed by the applicant for their etching process would have been expected to have 
been achieved in Qian et. al.; 

-Qian et. al. teach in their abstract, that their cleaning gas combines with a thin, non- 
homogenous etch residue deposited on the surfaces of the walls and the components of 
the etching chamber. The cleaning gas recombines with the etch residue on the interior 
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surfaces of the etching chamber in the process of etching it. Thus, all of applicant's 
claimed limitations are fully met in this regard. Also, the cleaning gases used in 
Qian et. al. would have inherently had a lower recombination rate than that of the etching 
gases used by Qian et. al. since the cleaning gasses produce no etching deposit on the 
internal surface of the plasma etcher while the etching gases used do.; and 
-Qian et. al. teach the usage of a plasma etchant which contains all of the components 
' which are specifically claimed by the applicant in the last paragraph of column 8 as well 
as numerous other sections of this patent. (Note applicant's usage of the phrase "... and 
mixtures thereof. " in the last paragraph of column 8 to describe their plasma etchant.) 
22. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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, j /7rm 108 1633 The appropriate fax phone number 
Gregory Mills, can be reached on (703) -308-1633. PP 

proceeding is assigned is (703) -306-3186. 
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